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Car thefts on the cheap

EXCLUSIVE
Mark Buttler
Regan Hodge

Cheap security-busting devices
are suspected of being behind
surges of up to 400 per cent in
the theft of some major car
makes.

Victoria Police figures show
there has been a huge jump in
vehicle thefts that were not
connected to a home burglary,
home invasion, armed robbery
or carjacking.

Most of those are being at-
tributed to offenders armed
with small on-board diagnostic
(OBD) units that can repro-
gram and override security sys-
tems and start a vehicle in
seconds.

Youth offenders under no-
tice from Victoria Police’s Op-

Thieves use low-cost devices, don’t need keys

eration Trinity have been seen
throwing the devices from the
windows of stolen cars as the
law closes in. The police num-
bers show in the 28 days to
June 23, the top eight car
makes had huge increases of
between 47 per cent and 400
per cent in which no other
linked crime was committed
when they were taken.

Toyota manufactured six of
those vehicles — the Corolla,
HiLux, LandCruiser, RAV4, 86
and Prado. The Commodore
was a long way out on top in
the rankings and the Subaru
Impreza was in fourth place.

The statistics indicate youth
offenders are turning away
from getting into victims’

houses to get their car keys and
using OBDs instead.

There were 131 Commodores
stolen in thefts not connected
to another offence in the 28
days to June 23, compared to a
rolling average for the previous
five years of 89.

Next were the Corolla, on 76
compared to 27 over five years,
and the HiLux, which was up
129 per cent to 62.

LandCruiser thefts increased
from a rolling average of 16 to
59 in the four weeks to June 23.

One of those was started by a
thief using an OBD at Ivanhoe
East on June 2. It was, 16 days
later, driven through North-
land shopping centre after
police tried to intercept it in the

Uni staff
decry
“toxic’
culture

Susie O’Brien

University councils have been
described as secretive and toxic
by some of their own members,
areport reveals.

More than 20 staff repre-
sentatives on uni governing
bodies were surveyed by the
National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU), with more
than half alleging the overall
culture of boards was “very
negative” and “toxic”.

A survey of 26 per cent of
elected reps from around the
country shows many think the
boards that run the nation’s
universities are “opaque”, “in-
tolerant of criticism” and “de-
tached” from reality.

Feedback on university
councils ranged from good to
very poor, with most some-
where in the middle.

A lack of transparency was
one key finding: 90 per cent of
respondents said papers, agen-
das and minutes weren'’t avail-
able to staff, two thirds said
meetings were closed to ob-
servers and 57 per cent said de-
cisions were predetermined.

The reps told researchers
meetings were “tick and flick”,
“decisions have already been
made” and that there was a
“disdain for staff/students”.

NTEU national president Dr
Alison Barnes said the findings
came amid union concerns
about insecure work, wage
theft and executive excess.

“We've seen vice-chan-
cellors paid millions while cas-
ual staff have their wages
stolen. That doesn’t happen in
a system that’s transparent, ac-
countable and governed in the
public interest,” she said.

The report recommends re-
forms including at least 50 per
cent elected membership of
university boards.

A range of universities and
representative bodies were in-
vited to comment.
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complex’s carpark. The state’s
car theft rate is at its highest
level since 2002.

While there is no break-in
involved with the OBD thefts,
police remain alarmed that
youths under scrutiny from
Trinity were still endangering
the public. “A significant con-
cern for Victoria Police is that
crashes involving stolen cars
have soared as a result of rising
thefts, with 760 collisions in the
past year,” detective Inspector
Julie MacDonald of the vehicle
crime squad said.

“We know that child offend-
ers are also using these devices
to steal cars and drive at ex-
treme speeds on our roads,
with several arrested by Oper-

g

ation Trinity in recent weeks.”

Among them were three
who stole a Toyota parked at a
Melbourne gym and threw a
key reprogramming device
from the vehicle moments be-
fore police pounced.

One of the group was con-
nected to three other Toyota
thefts in which vehicles were
stolen without the owner’s
keys going missing.

A Toyota spokesman said
the safety of customers and the
broader community was top
priority and that the company
was “proactively”  helping
police with their inquiries.

“We continuously review
and update vehicle security
features to support our cus-

tomers in the ongoing preven-
tion of theft,” he said.

Emergency nurse Andrea
Honeyman’s prized Toyota
LandCruiser was swiped, prob-
ably by an OBD-equipped
thief, while she worked at a re-
gional hospital last week.

Ms Honeyman’s car keys
were with her the entire shift
but she returned to the carpark
to find her four-wheel-drive
missing. She said stealing a
nurse’s car while they were
working was as low as people
could go.

“It’s so low, and I had the
worst shift; it was just an absol-
ute kick in the guts,” she told
the Herald Sun. “I had to save a
guy having a stroke, here [ am
saving people’s f--king lives
and come out (of the hospital)

39

and go ‘wow’.

ChloeBott

Melbourneis about to get
a little more magical.

Mary Poppins Jris being
performed this month by a
cast of 90 young singers,
dancers and actors.

The Young Australian
Broadway Chorus
productionis set to dazzle
audiences with the talent
of the young performers.

Lead actress Alyssa
Jandayan said she
was super excited to
embody Mary Poppins
and bring theiconic
character to life, because
ithad been herdream

It’ssuretobea
yrolly good show

role foralong time.

“Whenlwas1land
really starting toread
vigorously, | was givena
Mary Poppins book that
contained all six original
storiesinthe franchise,”
the 18-year-old said.

“l genuinely can’t wait
to work with everyone,
castand crew alike,
because | love meeting
new people and making
new friends.”

The production will be
performed at the Cripps
Centre in StKilda East
from July 16-19.

stageschool.com.au/
shows/marypoppins-jr




